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On 1/3/73 captioned advised that all of the 


individuels in the [ 

are extremely concerned over the AP release of the ji eath 
o f SERGEI^OURD AKOV. K0URDAK0V had visited 


in 


early December, and had spoken for two hours with the 
person nel assigned t here. He specifically asked to meet two 

_| whose names K0URDAIC0V remembered from 

when he was in the USSR. 


of thef 


b7D 


While several of the employees were somewhat reluctant 
to believe the escape from communism story, all have recently 
expressed doubts about the suicide. K0URDAK0V had told them 
about the book which is being published ±n by a New York 
publisher concerning his escape, the subsequent movie rights, 
the Ford Thunderbird which he had purchased, and his joy 
in being free. 


before the departure of K0URDAK0V to the West Coast, 
was scheduled to return to WDC on 1/25/73 for a meeting 
an unknown congressman concerning his future stetus as a cit\zen 
of the US. ' 


| shortly 
K0URDAK0V 
with 


b7D 


Source indicated that letters are being written 
to various government agencies for investigation concerning 
this death. Money is being collected in a K0URKAD0V fund . 
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SAC WO 


1/5/73 



00: WO 

OH 1/3/731.- " 

SE ^ ITOC ady ised that is planning a re petition at| 

on_| and that she had been asked by|__|to Call 

s captioned to determine wheth er he would be interested in 
attending this function. would like to invite several 

Soviets to show their appr eciation for the a ssistance received 
during the recent visit of to the USSR. 


Prior to the ret 
to be held at the hom e of[ 

and l 


preparations wi: 


)e made 


r _ i contacted captioned and_| 

H said that he would be unable to attend because a 
delegat ion would be a rriving at that time from the USSR. 

However | indicated her desire t o go if she could b7 £ 

find someone to drive her the re. | | said that she could 

probably have I drive fa n? to this nartv but that 

would mean Inviting both l \ and l 

will see £&%£ that invi tations are sent to all.. 

| could furnish no cdditionul information b6 
concerning this matter at this time, since she was preparing JCfj 
_LoJ__ I 

_ She will contact this * gent on her return) 

_I also advised that through her friends in 

_she has heard much discussion about the b7D 

concern in the emigre community over the apparent suicide of 
SERGEI IC0URDAK0V in Los Angeles. Uhile some members of the 
emigre^had doubted the bona fides of this individual, all 

are very disturbed over the news th. t the Soviets—^ll-^la-im-^- 

the body, since a suicide of a recent defector i 

co yp for thir^ JsSR. C “ UvJ *T b7E 
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On 1/3/73 M r GEORGE AjJAN . ±&fcL 8401 Manchester 
Road, Silver Spring, Maryland' telephonivally contacted this 
writer to express his concern over the reaction of the death 
of SERGEI K0URDAK0V on the emigre community in TOC. Mr PRUJAN 
a former COSSACK Caval«ry Officer in the service of the czar, 
is a well-known and highly regarded member of the emigre 
community in TOC. 

Mr PRUJAN indicated that SERGEI KOU RDAKOY had visited 
TOC for a two week period in early uecefi&ffei :, had made himself 
available to meet with emigre families in thei'r homes, and 
spoke before church groups concerning hesescape and 
conversion to Christianity. 

PRUJAN indicated that KOURDAKOV was well received 
and well loved within the community. Efforts are being made 
to collect funeral expenses for shipping the body to TOC for burial 
here. PRUJAN said the community has heard that the body is 
to be shipped to the USSR, since KOURDAKOV, who was awaiting 
American citizenship, was still technically a Soviet citizen. 
Consequently letters are being sent to USDS and petitions are 
being prepared. The death and circumstances surrounding this death 
are of deep concern to the emigre community, 
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By ,Marjorie Hyer ; 

WasiHngtonPost Staff-Writer- 

Sergei Koihddkov, ’fcl> a 
onertime. .Soviet naval offt 
cer Who changedfrdm.a per* 

; secufor of Christians to an 
i“ ardent evangelist, was burr, 

! ted yesterday among fellow- 
- defectqrsin-the Russian sec- 
, tion df .the Rock Creek Cem^ 

; etery here. ; ■ 

i Kourdakov died*, NeW 
Year’s Eve in- a* California 
: mountain, resort cabin, ap~ 

■ parently as-tim result of Ms 
bwn-.carelessness —--or folly 
—r in handling a- .38 caliber 
[ revolver, according, to pof 
Much of tile aura of tu¬ 
mult and' controversy that 
surrounded Kourdakov’s 1 

..J fegfijSte - .... 


• 'brie£~li^±c^iiti^uesi'a£tec^lx|^; 
deaths * - ’ \ .. 

The ; remarkable 1 , conver¬ 
sion to Christianity : of the; 
one-timn model Communist/ 
as he swamfrom the Soviet; 
fishing: trawler, which. M 
served as radar-radio offL 
•cOfy to Canada's: western- 


other -evangelical groups 
both for putting: -KTourdakov 
in the spotlight and for the 
Bible-smuggling program it?, 
self which some* maintain: 
jeopardizes* the safety / of. 
Christians behind the^ iron: 
Curtain; 4 ~ 

Jqhri, Broger, i. local sUp- 


most-sh&Ee' Attracted "liinfcto.;; .potter , of ‘ Ufadfetgtdund- 
Uriderground Evangelism, a Evangelism and , sometimes 


Galifonii^based:. hrgariiza- 
tioh dedicated! to smuggling 
Christian, literature into tile 
Spvtet Efnion;. 

1 Kpurdakov has; been,.the 
star attraction; of ‘Under¬ 
ground Evangelism^ since 
coming td the United States; 

The organization has 
come under criticism from 


host to' Koufdakoy during 
his visits- herb, dismissed 
such criticism as the result 
pf f ‘cpmpemion” among, the 
antLCoranlbnist, evangelical 
/groups. • * V 

L. Jde Bass \of Glendale,* 
Calif*,/president Under- . 
ground: Evangelism, Who* ac¬ 
companied Kourdakov's; 




body here fqr funeral sbrv-L 
ices' at Fellowship, House: J 
and also < at:St~’John the Bap-? } 
fist Russian ' Orthodox:- 
Church in Exile; denied thgt^ 
the youth’s, death would ] 
have a major impact.on the j 1 
work; of his. organization. 
r “We Will miss Sergei/' he 
said, but added .that his • 
death “will not meamclosing' ■ 
down any major activity ; 
fiat Wasstarted;" 

, - Sastpr Richard: Wurm-1 
brand/;a Rumanian refugee : 
who heads^a competing; anth ; 
•; Cpranttimst . organization^; 
IbaS jiiht®. broadly that 
Kourdakp^ with his dr a- 

See BJBEECfQRj C 4^Col;>3 
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>*. ' s * * \ ' * , * **'- By-James SY'SV; Atherton—The WasbingtoriFost, 

Father Nicolas P.ekatoros performed the religious ceremony- at Rock Creek Cemetery for SergeiKourdakov.^ 


w 


IMlffi 


DEFECTOR, FiomrGl 

matic conversion from 
Christian persecutor to. 
Christian believer,, was. a 
primary magnet for contrib¬ 
utions: to. Underground’. 
Evangelist#; N ^ 

’ Kourdakov die.d while oh 
a New Year^S week-end out-. 
ing with Ann Johnson* 17, of 


Cerritos, Calif.,. A ydung 
woman with whom friends 
said he enjoyed a/‘*brother- 
si^ter ,,: relationship^; ■ 

SUn Bernardino County 
authorities said; Kourdakov 
had been* examining #n d toy-- 
ing vvitii U revolver lent him 
by Miss, Johnson's faiheiy 
which, had, ah the chambers 
loaded but one/ / 

Sheriffs officials' believe 


Kourdakov fifed 1 the, fatal* 
shot by* accident. 

Friends^ said Kourdakov 
had. received one' dr;two; 
threats : since he has- been hr 

this* county. r * 

Broger' said Kourdakov; 
was buried 1 here because 1 .of 
the many friends hbv had 
made in, this area, during, a; 
month-long visit here last; 
fall. 1 ‘ 
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WFO sources knowledgeable in the activities 
within the emigre community in WDC have advised that 
with the exception of the death of SERGEI KOURDAKOV, 
things have remained quiet and uneventful within the 
community. 

( Above in formation w as received from |_ 

o n 1/15. 1 H on 1/21, an< | Ion 1 /28/73. adc 

has been separately noted in corresponding | files) 
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